MEETI NG OF THE HOUSTON/ GALVESTON NAVI GATI ON
SAFETY ADVI SORY COVM TTEE
Sept enber 12, 2000

On the call of its sponsor, Rear Admral Paul J. Pluta, USCG Commander,
Ei ght h Coast Guard District, and after public notice in the Federal

Regi ster (Notice of Meetings, 65 Fed. Reg. 43400, July 13, 2000), the
fifty-eighth nmeeting of the Houston/ Gal veston Navigation Safety Advisory
Committee was held on Tuesday, Septenmber 12, 2000. The neeting was held
in the conference room of the Corps of Engineers Gal veston District

O fice building in Galveston, Texas. The published agenda for the
meeting is included as enclosure (1). A list of attendees is attached as
enclosure (2). The docunents which were nade avail able to and/or
prepared by the Committee are available for public inspection and copying
at the office of the Cormittee’s Executive Secretary, CDR Peter S.

Si nons, USCG, at U.S. Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service

Houst on/ Gal vest on, 9640 Clinton Drive, Houston, TX 77029. Docunents are
al so avail able electronically through the Committee's website

(www. uscg. m | / hg/ g- mf advi sory/ hogansac/ hogan. ht M. A verbati mrecording
of the neeting is available upon request. Requests for copies of the
recordi ng nmust be received by Septenber 30, 2002.

CALL TO ORDER

The nmeeting was called to order by the Chairman, Tim Leitzell at 9:00 AM

OPENI NG REMARKS BY COW TTEE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR

Captai n Wayne Gusman wel coned nenbers and guests. He wel conmed Rear

Adm ral Paul Pluta, Commander Ei ghth Coast Guard District and Sponsor of
the Committee. Captain Gusnman conveyed the Committee' s appreciation for
Rear Admiral Pluta' s attendance, given the Admiral’s extensive
responsibilities and commtnments. (The Eighth Coast Guard District
covers part or all of twenty-six states.) Captain Gusman noted that this
meeting was the first tinme in five years that the Cormittee had nmet in
Gal veston. Captain Gusman then introduced Rear Admiral Pluta.

OPENI NG REMARKS BY COVM TTEE SPONSOR

Rear Admiral Pluta noted that he had recently attended the National
Conference of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. He singled out the Auxiliary
for the tremendous operational support they provide the Coast Guard. He
i ndi cated that the Conmandant of the Coast Guard had established two new
Commandant directions for the Coast Guard (for his last two years in
office): restoring service readi ness and shaping the Coast Guard’ s future
(so that the service is postured to neet the chall enges of the future).

Rear Admiral Pluta noted that his trip to Galveston was a busy one.

After the HOGANSAC neeting he will be meeting w Dr. Herndon, Shriners’
Hospital, regarding the Coast Guard's participation in the medical
evacuation of a burn victimfrom Honduras to Shriners’ Hospital. He'll
then nmeet with the wi nner of the Yahoo.com Fantasy Career Contest. Group
Gal veston is hosting the winner of the entrant in the Coast Guard
category. He’'ll then visit the | ocal chapter of the Coast Guard Chief
Petty OFficers’ Association. The |local chapter has won “best chapter”
honors fromthe national association in recognition of their service to
the Coast Guard and the surrounding comunity.



Rear Admiral Pluta thanked the Committee Chairman for bringing the
Conmittee to Galveston. He briefly reviewed the anbitious agenda for the
Committee nmeeting and indicated that he was al so prepared to discuss the
Coast Cuard-Texas General Land Ofice joint initiative regarding vesse

i nspections and boardi ngs. He noted that the issue of recreationa
boater’s safety and recreational boaters’ interactions with comerci al
traffic was an inportant topic in many areas of his district, including
al ong the inland waterways.

Rear Admral Pluta then noted sonme of the challenges for the Committee.
He asked for the Committee’ s continuing help in addressing the issue of
damage to aids to navigation along the Houston Ship Channel

Rear Admiral Pluta also sumuarized the progress to date on the Departnent
of Transportation’s Marine Transportation Systeminitiative. He noted
that a regional group would nmeet at the National Waterways Conference in
St. Louis later in the nonth to discuss regional issues and continue the
process of inplementing MIS at the regional and local |evel. He welconed
all with interest in the matter to attend the upcom ng conference.

Before turning the neeting over to the Cormittee Chair, Admiral Pluta
noted that the inconmng chair of the Lower M ssissippi River Safety

Advi sory Committee had begun a strategic initiative to exanmi ne the issues
confronting that conmmttee. He encouraged Chairman Leitzell to
participate in that initiative if his schedule pernitted.

Finally, Rear Admiral Pluta introduced Captain Don Thonpson, Commander,
Coast CGuard Group Gal veston, noting that Captain Thonmpson had taken
command of the Group earlier this sumer.

OPENI NG REMARKS BY COWM TTEE CHAI R

Chai rman Leitzell welconmed Comrittee nenbers and guests. Citing the

Il ength of the Cormittee’s agenda he di spensed with the norma

i ntroductions of Conmittee menmbers and asked that Comm ttee members make
their reports as succinct as possible.

A roster of Commttee nenmbers was distributed and is included as
encl osure (3).

APPROVAL OF MAY 24, 2000 M NUTES

A notion was rmade and seconded to approve the previous nmeeting’s mnutes.
(M nutes, wthout enclosures, of the previous neeting are included as
encl osure (4).)

OLD BUSI NESS

Dr edgi ng projects.

Larry MIler introduced Johnny Rozsypal to update the Committee on the
status of maintenance dredgi ng and Dalton Krueger to discuss the status
of dredging operations along the Houston Ship Channel

M. Rozsypal noted that only one conmpany was doi ng mai nt enance dredgi ng.
The operation, in the vicinity of the turning basin, will be conmpleted in
approxi mately one nonth.



M. Krueger then briefed the Committee on dredging operations related to
t he deepeni ng and wi deni ng project. Dredging work is conplete fromthe
Bol i var Roads area out to the seaward limt of the entrance channe
extension. The Lower Bay (Bolivar Roads to Red Fish) dredgi ng contract
is also conplete. The Md-Bay contract is to be awarded next year. The
Corps is in the process of conpleting designs and specifications for that
contract. The Upper Bay contract, awarded to Weeks Marine, is presently
ongoi ng. The dredging is approxi mtely 44% conplete. Contractors have
created approxi mately 24,000 feet of |evee (w thout final shaping).
Approxi mately one-third of the material to be dredged has been renoved.
Progress was sl owed somewhat when the dredge encountered sandstone in the
channel. The Corps is working to nodify the contract to cover the
addi ti onal costs associated with renoval of the sandstone. The Oyster
Reef Pad contract is essentially conplete, with the | ast pad havi ng been
constructed on July 27'" of this year. An experinental pad, with reduced
t hi ckness, was conpleted on July 31%t. The health of this pad will be
studi ed periodically. The Lower Bayou contract (Mdrgan’s Point to

Al exander Island) is approximtely 17% conplete. Mechanical work on the
| evees at Spillman and Al exander islands is conplete. The dredge
MERI DI AN i s renmovi ng an average of 30,000 cubic yards per day of
material. The Md-Bayou contract, also known as the Goat Island
contract, is scheduled to be awarded next year. The final contract, the
Upper Bayou contract is behind schedule but is now 70% conpl et e.
Currently, dredging work is to be conpleted along this section of the
channel during the January 2001 timeframne.

M. Krueger noted that there is one additional dredging project, for work
in the Port of Galveston area. The Port of Galveston has not provided
mat chi ng funds for the project so the Corps has not noved forward with
work on that contract.

M. MIler provided sone anplifying information on dredgi ng operations

al ong the Houston Ship Channel. He noted that the Upper Bay contract
(Weeks Marine) also includes an option to dredge the Bayport flare. That
dredging will tentatively take place between March and May of next year
The Lower Bayou contract (Bean/Stuyvesant) includes an option to dredge
Barbour’s Cut. There are also plans to install a new tanker dock at
Houston Fuel QO ls. That project will necessitate dredging. O ltanking
al so has plans to build a new ship dock and dredging will be done in
conjunction with the construction. Trans d obal Solutions has applied
for a permt to build a bulk materials handling plant in the vicinity of
the Highway 8 bridge. M. MIller noted that Brown & Root Energy Services
has a large oil rig module that will transit out to sea later this year
Approxi mately 6,000 cubic yards of material will have to be dredged in
preparation for this nove. Finally, Sins Bayou will be w dened and
deepened as part of a Harris County flood control project. That wll
begin four to five nonths after the Sins Turning Basin dredgi ng project,
currently scheduled for the end of this nmonth, is conpleted.

The Port of Houston Authority is in the process of acquiring property to
build a new dredge site east of the Hi ghway 8 bridge on the north side of
the channel. The site should be ready to accept dredge spoils by the end
of cal endar year 2002. |In the interim the Port faces a severe shortage
of dredge spoils disposal sites- neither the East/Wst Jones site nor the
Greens Bayou property is avail able for placenent of dredge materi al



In the interim the Port is actively working with the Corps to extend the
useful life of existing dredge sites. That effort, set forth in a dredge
mat eri al s managenent plan, will require certain procedural changes on the
part of dredgi ng conpani es using Port-owned sites (increased settling of
punped material to facilitate water runoff, and use of sites based on
capacity rather than geographic conveni ence, for exanple).

Captain Mrris noted that there are still sections of the channel in the
area of the Lower Bay contract that have not been dredged. M. Krueger
confirmed that there is a section of the channel in the vicinity of
Lights 41 & 42 that has not been dredged (avail able depth is 40’) and
that the new channel was dredged only up to a point 1600" below Lights 51
& 52. Captain Mirris noted that these two undredged areas effectively
limt the useful ness of the new channel since deeply-I|aden vessels cannot
safely neet in the newWy dredged section of the channel until the project
is truly conplete.

Captain Mrris also noted that the Houston Pilots were concerned about
the presence of the dredge R S. WEEKS. The WEEKS began work wi t hout any
notification that it would be dredging and in apparent conflict with a
representation (when the deepeni ng and wi deni ng project began) that there
woul d only be one dredge per reach or VTS reporting zone. Captain Mrris
noted that the concentration of dredges between Atki nson Island and the
Fred Hartman Bridge nmade it difficult for marine traffic to nmeet in the
area, particularly with the speed and passing arrangenent restrictions in
pl ace. He also was concerned that an unused pipeline remains in the
vicinity of Lights 83 & 84, unnecessarily restricting the usable w dth of
the channel because of the manner in which the pipeline was established
(buried only in the toe of the channel). Captain Mrris indicated that
the Houston Pilots would like to have the WEEKS renoved until the GEORGE
D. WLLIAMS (just upstream of the WEEKS) conpl etes her work. The Houston
Pilots also want the pipeline renmoved.

M. Mller noted that there had been a neeting on Septenber 5'" organized
by the Vessel Traffic Service to discuss dredge operations along the ship
channel. M. MIller noted that the speed restrictions were necessary to

m ni m ze danage to dredge conpany equi prrent (both aboard the dredges and

on the booster barges stationed al ong the discharge pipeline).

Commander Sinons noted that, as a result of the September 5'" neeting
VTS had nmodified its recommendations for traffic in the area of the
dredgi ng operations. The current policy is that ship traffic proceeds at
a slow bell fromFive Mle to the Fred Hartnman Bridge. In addition
there is a no neeting or overtaking recomendation in place for al
traffic (ship and tug) in the vicinity of the R S. WEEKS.

Conmander Sinons noted that the R S. WEEKS has requested a channe
closure (for Wednesday, Septenber 13) to renmpve the unused pipeline at
Lights 83 & 84. Finally, he noted that prelimnary indications are that
the WEEKS is being cooperative in yielding to passing traffic by noving
fully to the side of the channel to allow | arge vessels sufficient room
to pass safely.

Bar ge | anes.

M. Jackson summari zed the present status of Congressional action to
aut hori ze construction of barge | anes al ong the Houston Ship Channel
M. Jackson indicated that the Port continues to work to ensure that
aut horization | anguage is included in the Fiscal Year 2001 Energy and



WAt er Devel oprment Appropriations Act. House Resolution 4733, the Energy
& Water Devel opment Appropriations Act, passed in the House and Senate.
The Bill, which nust go to conference committee, does not include

| anguage aut hori zing or appropriating noney for construction of barge

| anes. The Port hopes to insert the appropriate |anguage into the bil
during conference conmittee deliberations.

Senate Bill 2796, passed out of conmittee, is on the Senate floor. That
bill contains |anguage authorizing the Secretary of the Army to design
and construct barge lanes to a depth of twelve feet “on both sides of the
Houst on Shi p Channel from Red Fish Reef to Morgan’s Point” at a tota

cost of $34,000,000. To date, there has been no action by the ful

Senate on the bill.

M. Jackson noted that the Port remains hopeful that the necessary

aut hori zation and appropriations |anguage will be inserted into one or
more of the pending bills so that funds for barge |ane construction wll
be available in Fiscal Year 2001

In response to a question from Captain Mrris, M. Krueger noted that the
Corps believes it has authority to proceed with design and specifications
work for the barge lanes project. The Galveston District staff is noving
forward with that effort. However, the Corps does not believe that it
has the authority to award a contract for construction of the barge |anes
until specifically authorized (and funded) by Congress.

Chairman Leitzell noted that the Committee has |ong been interested in
barge lanes. The Conmittee sees barge | anes as an i nmensely inportant
safety issue because they separate slownmoving traffic from faster-noving
ships and allow the ship channel to be used safely and efficiently.

El ectroni ¢ navi gati on.

M. MIler noted that the next neeting of the Houston El ectronic
Navi gation Comrittee would be Friday, October 6 at 2:00 PMin the
conference room of the Houston Pilots building.

Captain Mrris noted that the Houston Pilots continue to work with four
vendors (Hydrographic Associates, ARINC, Star Link and Ross Engi neering).
He indicated that, with the extension of the ship channel into the Gulf
of Mexico in conjunction with the deepening and wi deni ng project, there
is increased interest anmong nenbers of the Houston Pilots Association in
el ectronic navigation. However, the principal obstacle currently is
cost. The Pilots are looking for a way to fund acquisition of carry
aboard units but no funding source has yet been identified.

At oN Knockdown Wér ki ng Group.

Ms. Teichman reported that the Texas Waterway Operators Association wll
meet later in the day to discuss adoption of a voluntary report form
devel oped by the working group. The form was devel oped to collect data
on a variety of causal factors so that the working group can further
anal yze the probl em of AtoN knockdowns and nake recomrendations to the
Conmi ttee.

Ms. Teichman al so reported that a subconm ttee of TWOA menbers will neet
with representatives fromthe Houston Pilots to di scuss changes to aids
to navigation along the upper section of the Houston Ship Channel



Ms. Tei chman noted that addressing ways of reducing the incidence of AtoN
knockdown remain a high priority for TWOA and the Conm ttee s worKking

gr oup.
Facility Mooring Depth Survey Project.

CDR Sinmons reported on the progress of the nooring depth survey project.
The Conmittee’s working group met in June to conduct a quality-contro
anal ysis of the data received fromfacilities responding to the
Committee's initial survey and review the list of surveyed facilities.
The wor ki ng group al so decided on a format for publishing information
furni shed by the facilities and discussed the procedures for keeping the
i nformati on current.

CDR Simons provided draft copies of an excerpt fromthe Facility Mooring
Depth Guide to be published by the Conmittee. A copy of the draft is

i ncluded as enclosure (5) to these mnutes. The draft includes a
definitions section (added in response to Ms. Roof’s suggestion at the
August 22" working group neeting), chartlets identifying the specific

| ocation of each facility (included at the suggestion of Captain Morris)
and an index in which facilities are cross-referenced by their current
and comon nanes (where appropriate). The working group has received
responses fromall major facilities along the Houston Ship Channel
Personnel at the Vessel Traffic Service are conpiling the data into an
electronic format to facilitate printing. Plans are to have the book
ready for printing not later than October 2379

Chai rman Leitzell encouraged those with feedback regarding the project to
forward their conments to the working group as soon as possible.

NEW BUSI NESS

Seanen’s Church Institute presentation on the Center for Maritinme
Educati on

Eric Larsson, the Executive Oficer of the Center for Maritime Education
at the Seamen’s Church Institute, briefed the Commttee on the Center’s
pl ans for the Center for Maritinme Education — Gulf Region

Captain Larsson began with a brief overview of the history of the
Seanmen’s Church Institute. The Center for Mritine Education is one of
three principal divisions of the Institute. The Center operates
facilities in three | ocations: New York, Port Newark, New Jersey and
Paducah, Kentucky. The Center’s history dates to 1899.

Captain Larsson noted that all of the Center’s instructors are licensed

officers and have additional certification or degrees in education. The
Center empl oys up-to-date sinulation technol ogy and endeavors to tailor

courses to nmeet the corporate culture and operational procedures of the

conpani es that send trainees to its courses.

Captai n Larsson described the Center’s Paducah facility, noting that the

Houston building will include many of the sane features. For exanple,
the Paducah facility has both visual and non-visual fully equipped
“wheel houses.” The two visual wheel houses have a 230° field of view

forward and a 40° field of view aft. They feature the sane type of
equi pnrent found on the bridge of a towboat or ship and are equi pped with



sound and vi bration-produci ng equi pnent to increase the sense of realism
for the mariner. The instructor has the ability to control a nyriad of
factors (e.g., river stage, current, w nd, equipnment nmalfunctions) to

i ncrease the realismof the sinulation exercise. Captain Larsson noted
that the Center creates its own scenic databases using a process called
photo-texturing that uses digital photos as a basis for the visua

di splays. The Center is devel oping scenic databases for the
Houst on/ Gal vest on ar ea.

The Center, which will be | ocated adjacent to the Port of Houston

Aut hority building, is 17,000 square feet in size. The Center is
expected to be open during the first quarter of next year. It will have
four visual bridges and will be capable of training inland, coastal and
deep-draft mariners. Five new visual databases, together with three

exi sting databases, will enable the Center to nodel a number of Houston-
speci fic vessel navigation scenarios. The areas nodeled will cover the
channel fromthe Galveston sea buoy to a point one-nile upstream of the
Lynchburg ferry landing. The Center will also nodel other areas in the
@l f, including Port Arthur, Rainbow Bridge, the Neches Canal, Col orado
Locks and New Ol eans, anong other locations. The Gulf Region Center
will enploy five hydrodynam c ship nodels and three towboat nopdels.

There are already extensive training conmtnents for the Center. Thanks
to the interest of nine conpanies in the Houston area, the Center has
already filled thirty-five weeks of training annually for the next five
years. The Center anticipates that it will shortly have forty-tw weeks
of training commtnents.

Captain Larsson noted that the Center wel coned participation from al
menbers of the public and private sector including the Vessel Traffic
Service, local pilot associations, owners and operators of deep-sea
vessel s, barges and supply vessels.

Captain Brum ey asked who woul d be validating the nmodel scenari os.
Captain Larsson indicated that extensive research has been conducted to
make t he navigation scenarios as realistic as possible. Scenarios are
updat ed as each group conpletes the training, based on the conmments of
the mariners who use the waterway bei ng nodel ed.

A copy of Captain Larsson’s powerpoint presentation is included as
encl osure (6).

NOAA presentation on Electronic Navigation Charts for the
Houst on/ Gal vest on Area

Captain Nick Perugini, Chief, Marine Division, Ofice of Coast Survey,
Nati onal Ocean Service, briefed the Cormittee on NOAA' s el ectronic
navi gation chart initiative.

NOAA' s nautical charting mission is threefold: produce, mintain and
distribute a suite of nautical charts; collect hydrographic data to
support production of nautical charts; and produce charts in a paper and
electronic format. NOAA s electronic charts are available in raster or
vector format.

An el ectronic navigation chart is an electronic presentation of graphica
chart features. There are two formats: raster and vector. Raster charts
are very popular. Raster charts are nerely scanned copi es of paper



charts. Although raster charts are easy to produce, a conputer cannot
mani pul ate the data on them The data is read as a single feature by the
conputer displaying it and cannot be custom zed to neet the needs of an

i ndi vidual mariner. The data is “dunb,” if you will. Vector charts, on
t he ot her hand, consist of an el ectronic database of chart features. For
exanpl e, the database for a buoy woul d have the aid’s color and
characteristic. Vector charts consist of a number of databases (e.g.
aids to navigation, bathymetrics and topographical features) which can be
tailored. Thus, a vector chart enables the mariner to highlight or
remove certain features. NOAA s vector chart suite is being produced
using the International Hydrographic Organization S-57 standard. This
enabl es any S-57 conpliant chart systemto read and display any S-57
conmpliant chart, regardless of the system manufacturer or chart maker

Captain Perugini noted that there are two types of electronic charting
systens: ECS and ECDIS. An electronic chart system or ECS, is a generic
termthat covers a broad range of systens (including systens that use
raster charts and ECDI S equi pment). An electronic chart display and
informati on system or ECDI'S, uses electronic navigation charts and

el ectronic positioning information to provide an integrated navigation

t ool

A principal advantage of a vector-fornmat ENC is that the user can
custoni ze the databases to present a tailorable, useful display.
Features can be turned on or off and adjusted to neet particul ar
operating conditions. For exanple, a mariner could highlight depths
within a particular range to deternm ne avoidance areas for the ship she
was navi gati ng.

NOAA' s initial approach to devel oping vector-fornat ENCs was to focus on
the commercial shipping community since that segnent of the marine
transportati on system was seen as the presenting the nost i medi ate need
for ENC capability. Thus, the initial suite of vector-fornat ENCs wil
be limted to forty major conmercial ports, although coverage wil
eventual |y be expanded to enconpass the entire United States. NOAA is
close to completing its suite for the Galveston, Houston and Texas City
ar eas.

Produci ng vector-format ENCs presents uni que challenges. One such issue
is merging data fromthe Coast Guard (on aids to navigation, for exanple)
with data available fromthe Corps of Engi neers (channel soundings). The
dat abases are built with highly detailed data, thereby creating a highly
accurate navigation chart. Where discrepancies exist between information
furni shed by two different providers (for exanple, aid position

i nformati on which does not correspond with the reported di mensions of a
navi gati on channel) NOAA cartographers work with the providers to resolve
t he di screpancy.

Captain Perugini noted that NOAA's vector-fornmat ENC suite for the
Houst on/ Gal veston area was in the process of being updated. Next nonth,
a Navi gati on Response Team wi || begin verifying high-resolution aerial
phot ography work as part of an effort to ensure that the charts
accurately depict the latest available information on channel dinensions,
ai ds to navigation and geographic configurations.

One of the principal advantages of electronic charts is the ability to
frequently update displayed information. Raster charts are updated



weekly via e-mail. Vector-format ENCs will be updated on a sinlar
basi s.

Captain Perugini noted that the Houston vector-format ENC i s avail abl e,
for devel opnent and testing, through Maptech, NOAA' s partner in
distributing ENCs. Prototype vector-format ENCs are al so avail able for
ot her areas, including the |ower M ssissippi River and Tanmpa Bay regions
Currently, NOAA has conpleted sixty-five ENC cells with plans to conplete
an additional seventy cells during the next fiscal year. This means that
charts for the forty major ports in the United States will be avail able
in a vector-format ENC by the end of next year. Captain Perugini noted
that nost of the cells in the Houston/ Gal veston area are conplete. He
specifically noted that charts 11323, 11324, 11325, 11327, 11328 and
11329 will be available in vector format.

Data for the Houston vector-format ENC suite conmes froma variety of
sources. For exanple, shoreline information comes from high-resolution
phot ographs, blueprints and survey data conpiled for the existing paper
chart collection. Aids to navigation information conmes from positions
provi ded by the Coast Guard. Obstruction and weck information is based
on hydrographi c surveys or, where survey information is unavail able, from
digitizing representations on the existing paper charts.

Maptech is the sole distributor, at |east for the next year, for NOAA
ENCs. Vector charts are available as an interim product as each paper
chart is converted. When an entire area is conplete the suite of ENCs
covering that area will be made available in a “Professional CD fornmat.
Captain Perugini estimated that a single vector-format ENC woul d cost
approxi mately $20 ($50 if the mariner wanted to subscribe to a full year

of electronic updates). He noted that Maptech currently charges $495 for
its Professional CD product, which includes approximtely 60 raster
charts. As vector charts becone avail able, Maptech will add those to its
CD.

Finally, Captain Perugini noted that NOAA wel cones feedback from users of
the charts. The vector format of the current charting efforts makes it
particularly convenient to incorporate updates based on user comments.

Captain Mirris noted that the Houston Pilots had recently paid for aerial
phot ographs of the Houston Ship Channel and that they would be willing to
make those available to NOAA as part of its data verification efforts.

He asked whet her vector charts available from other vendors (Seven Cs and
OSL, specifically) will have the same resolution and accuracy as charts
avail abl e from Maptech. Captain Perugini noted that there are two types
of electronic charts: official charts, which are only available through
Maptech (or, from a conmpany that has purchased the charts from Maptech)
and unofficial charts, which are produced by scanni ng paper charts. Only
official charts are guaranteed to have the published resolution and
accuracy.

A copy of Captain Perugini’s powerpoint presentation is included as
encl osure (7).

Rul es of the Road Knowl edge Requirement for Recreational Boaters
M. Gene Schwantes, Wndward SeaVenture Enterprises, Inc., asked the

Committee to recommend a rules of the road know edge requirenent for
recreational boaters. He cited several instances in which a recreationa



boater’s apparent unfamliarity with the rules resulted in a near
casualty. M. Schwantes distributed a point paper, entitled *“Educationa
Achi evenents for Boaters on Gal veston Bay,” for review by the Commttee.
The paper is included as encl osure (8).

Chairman Leitzell noted his agreement with M. Schwantes’ principa
observation that education is critical to safety on the waterway.
Chairman Leitzell promised to review the point paper and work with
M. Schwantes on his proposal

Captain Gusman noted that the National Association of State Boating Law
Admi ni strators was currently neeting and that a nenber of Rear Admni ral
Pluta's staff was participating in that neeting. He suggested that
HOGANSAC' s approach should be to link with that group to see what efforts
they are pursuing. He indicated that his staff could provide case

hi stories on a nunber of incidents that nmight positively influence the
direction of that group in encouraging states to nove forward with
education and/or licensing requirements for recreational boaters.

Rear Admiral Pluta indicated that, at its national conference, the Coast
Guard Auxiliary signed a nmenmorandum of understanding with the U S. Power
Squadron to synchroni ze those two groups’ educational outreach efforts.
He noted the fundanmental issue here is convincing the states to |license
recreati onal boaters who operate within their waters, much as they issue
licenses for drivers of vehicles. He offered the services of his staff
in providing information and statistics on incidents in Texas that m ght
hel p in convincing the state legislature to take action on a boat
operator licensing or education requirenment.

M. Schwantes indicated that his experience is that boat deal ers oppose
licensing requirenents. Rear Adnmiral Pluta noted that the Coast Guard
has partnered with the National Mrine Deal ers Association. He
understands that sone members of the association give credit to
purchasers who subsequently conplete a boater education course.

Captai n Larsson noted that some insurance conpani es offer policy
di scounts to recreational boaters who complete certified boater education
courses such as those offered by the Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Captain Mrris described an outreach programin the San Franci sco Bay
area in which nmenbers of the local pilot organization and towboat
conpani es made visits to local yacht clubs. He suggested that |oca

i ndustry nenbers would be simlarly disposed if there was an expression
of interest on the part of the recreational boating conmunity.

TNRCC Cl ean Air Rules and Plans for Houston/ Gal veston

Chairman Leitzell noted that Ms. Husted had prepared a summary of the
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Comm ssion’s proposed regul ations
under the state inplenentation plan for the Houston/ Gal veston area. A
copy of the summary is included as encl osure (9).

Ms. Husted al so prepared a letter for the Chairman’s signature. CDR
Si nrons summari zed the principal provisions of the letter for those who
did not have a copy available to review. A copy of the letter is
attached as encl osure (10).

10



Rear Admiral Pluta clarified the intent of the letter (i.e., that its
purpose was to ask himto provide his comments on the rulemaking as it
relates to navigation safety along the Houston Ship Channel).

M. Jackson asked that Conmittee nenbers be afforded the opportunity to
review the proposed letter and have their staffs coment on it before the
Chai rman signs the letter on behalf of the Conmittee.

Chai rman Leitzell asked that menmbers of the Committee review the proposed
draft and provide any coments to himwithin a week. |If there are no
obj ections from nmenbers of the Comrittee he will then sign the letter

Website Devel opnent s

CDR Simons reported that the Committee had a website (managed by Coast
Guard Headquarters). He has subnitted updates to the website. The site
i ncludes informati on on Comrittee nenbership, minutes from previous
meetings and details on how to apply for appointment to the Committee.
Begi nning with mnutes for the Septenmber 2000 neeting, the website wll
al so include copies of all handouts provided at each neeting. The
Conmittee’'s website address is .

www. uscg. m | / hg/ g- ml advi sory/ hogansac/ hogan. ht m

CDR Sinmons al so noted that the Vessel Traffic Service's website is
operational. Information on the VIS may be found at

www. uscg. m | / d8/ vt s/ houst on- gal vest on/ | ndex/ wel come. ht m

Pi |l ot age | ssues Affected by the FPSO System

Captain Mrris noted that there is a proposal to use integrated tug and
barge (I TBs) or articulated tug and barge (ATBs) assenblies to lighter
drilling operations in the Gulf. Federal |aw does not require a state
pil ot on these shuttle tankers. Thus, Federal pilots (who can qualify
with as few as twelve round trips on the channel) may potentially be used
to bring the shuttle tankers into ports along Gal veston Bay. The Houston
Pilots believe that this poses an unreasonable safety risk, given the

vol ume of cargo likely to be carried on these vessels. Captain Mrris
suggested that the Cormmittee should recommend that state pilots be used
on all such shuttle operations.

Chai rman Leitzell asked if the Houston Pilots were aware of any safety
data that mght be cited in support of their position. Captain Mrris
replied that they were not.

Ms. Clark noted, by way of background, that the M nerals Managenent

Servi ce has devel oped a draft environmental inpact statenment that
proposes the use of floating production storage and of fl oadi ng systens
(FPSGCs) to facilitate the | ease, exploration and devel opnent of deepwater
areas in the Gulf of Mexico. Shuttle tankers would be used to transfer
crude between the FPSGs and a refinery. She indicated that no one has
really tested the utility of an ITB or ATB in such an operation

However, the M nerals Managenent Service has schedul ed public hearings in
several locations, including one to be held here in Houston (at the

Radi sson Hotel, Gulf Freeway on Wednesday, Septenber 20, 2000).
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Chairman Leitzell asked that Captain Mrris be responsible for follow ng
this issue on behalf of the Conmittee.

NEXT MEETI NG

The next neeting of the full Conmmittee will be held in the Boardroom of
the Port of Houston Authority on Thursday, January 25, 2001. The neeting
will begin at 9:00 AM The Port building is located at 111 East Loop
Nor t h.

The Committee’s working groups will neet on Thursday, January 11, 2001 at
the offices of the Galveston/ Texas City Pilots. The meetings will begin
at 9:00 AM The Gal veston/ Texas City Pilots office is |ocated at

1301 Pelican Island No. 2. (lndividuals interested in attending the
January neeting who are not familiar with the location of the office may
wish to call (409) 740-3336 for directions.)

ADJ OQURNMENT

The neeting was adjourned at 12:25 PM

WAYNE D. GUSMAN
Executive Director

Certified: TI MOTHY R. LElI TZELL
Commi ttee Chair

Encl: (1) Published Agenda

(2) List of Menmbers and Guests in Attendance

(3) HOGANSAC Menber Roster

(4) Mnutes of the May 24, 2000 HOGANSAC Meeti ng

(5) Draft Copy of Facility Mooring Depth Guide for the Ports of
Gal veston, Houston and Texas City

(6) Powerpoint presentation on the Seamen’s Church Institute’s
Center for Maritinme Education- Gulf Region

(7) Powerpoint presentation on NOAA' s El ectronic Navigational Chart
Initiative

(8) Educational Achievenments for Boaters on Gal veston Bay point
paper

(9) Summary of TNRCC Proposed Regul ati ons Under the SIP for
Houst on/ Gal vest on Nonattai nment Area

(10) Draft HOGANSAC | etter on the TNRCC Proposed Regul ations
Potentially Inmpacting Navigation Issues in the Houston/ Gal veston
Nonat t ai nment Area



